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Govt hiring young engineers
for building toilets in Delhi

= faizan haider@hindustantimes.com

MEW DELHI: The Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) government has
decided to hire young engineers
to help them in implementing
its ambitious plan to make the
Capital open defecation free.

The Delhi Urban Shelter
Improvement Board (DUSIB),
the agency that implements
development programmes at
slums, plans to construct two
lakh public toilets across Delhi
in the next five years. As many
as 1.5 1akh of these toilets will
be in the slum clusters.

Sources said over 250
engineers from IIT, Delhi
Technological University and
other prestigious engineering
colleges have applied for 50
posts that the Delhi government
seeks tofill. Many others work-
ing with some multi-national
companies have also applied
for the post which offers a pay
of 325,000 per month.

The government has also
hired post graduates to conduct
a survey for its slum-free city
plan. They will work with Delhi
government for six months.
Later, their contract may get
extended.

“We have a shortage of engi-
neers and recruiting them is a

JOB OPENING

= 250 engineers from lIT,
De'hi Technalogical
University and cther
engineering colleges have
applied for 50 posts

= The engineers will be
hired on contract basis
and paid 225,000 per
month

m 5 |akh in Delhi are forced
to defecate in the open

long process. The government
decided to hire engineers on
contract basis to expedite the
development work. They will
help us in building toilets and
also in maintaining them,” said
a DUSIB official.

According to the government,
over five lakh residents in the
national Capital defecate in the
open. Lack of public toilets is
not the only reason behind peo-
ple going to relieve themselves
in the open. Improper mainte-
nance of the public loos and
restrictive timings also forces
those without a permanent toi-
let at their premises to defecate
in the open.

There are around 100 slum
clusters in Delhi that lack toi-
let facilities. Women residents

have to walk long distances to
relieve themselves.

In June, the Hindustan Times
reported how children were
going missing from a slum in
outer Delhi’s Shahbad Dairy
where residents use a nearby
forest for relieving themselves.
Women and children who def-
ecate in the open are prone to
fall prey to sex offenders.

A survey found out that there
are 259 open defecation spots
in Delhi. Tt also said that there
is a need for 24,036 toilet seats
across 70 assembly constituen-
cies. The DUSIB has proposed
to construct 17,846 toilet seats
before March 2017.

“We recently submitted a
representation to chief minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal proposing
to construct toilets in the next
7-8 months. We asked MLAs to
identify areas where toilets are
required. A constituency-wise
plan has been prepared,” said
a DUSIB official.

The government has decided
torepair the existing toilets and
penalise agencies for their poor
upkeep. There are three types of
toilets in the city — individual,
constructed by different agen-
cies; community, which are in
the slums and maintained by the
DUSIB; and public toilets, which
aremanaged by the civic bodies.
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Off-campus [I'T
students? Council
to decide on Aug 23

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: In a bid to increase its student strength
to1lakh by 2020, II'T council on August 23 will consi-
der HRD ministry’s proposal that seeks to achieve it
by waiving off the condition that students have to
compulsorily stay in hostels.

Sources said student strength will be increased
across all levels, B.Tech, M.Tech and research. IITs
have a total strength of a little over 72,000 in 23 IITs.
The increase will be B 4
achieved by having
4,000 additional
B.Tech seats from
the little over 10,000
seats at present. The
boost innumbers, so- 3
urcessaid, will be do- -
ne uniformly across g »
all I1Ts. Sources said o et ey |
oneof thebiggestro-  Allowing off-campus students will
adblock to increa- help lITs raise its student strength
sing the student tollakh by 2020
strength has been
lack of hostel facilities across IITs. Even the plan to
expand hostel facilities to accommodate OBC reser-
vationthatstarted in2009 hasnot been completed vet.

To deal with the hostel crunch, I11Ts will make ar-
rangements outside campus. It can be residential
areas orprivate hostels thatwill have hostel-like faci-
lities. “Oncewe getrid of the provision of compulso-
ry stay in campus it will help us increase the intake.
Right now evenif a student’s family staysin the same
cityhehastostayinhostel. Teachingfacilityisequip-
ped toadjust toincrease of students,” asource said.

Aftershelvingitearlier, IIT council will again dis-
cusstheideaof National Aptitude Test that would fil-
ter students for a single entrance test for admission
to II'Ts, NITs and other engineering institutions.
HRD hadtodroptheideaasministry’sdepartmentof
school pointed outthat anaptitude testmightnotfind
favour with students from rural and semi-urban
backgrounds.“We were told aptitude test will goaga-
inst the principle of equity in education. Students be-
longingtomarginal classes would suffer, a senior of-
ficial said. “Thisled toa rethink, the official said.

Another proposal to be considered will be project
‘Vishwajeet’. As a part of the project, seven IITs -
Delhi, Bombay, Kanpur, Kharagpur, Madras, Roor-
kee and Guwahati - will be assisted in breaking into
the top 100 universities in the global university ran-
kingby 2018 and top 50 by 2020.
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II'Ts set to
consider
increase in

seats, change
hostel rule

R (A A S TR

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 15

THEIITs are set to consider a pro-
posal to add more seats to their
BTech, MTech and research pro-
grammes at a forthcoming meet-
ing of the IIT Council — the high-
est decision making body of the
premier institutions. The meet-
ing is scheduled to take place on
August 23,

At present, there are close to
72,000 students inall the 23 1ITs,
The HRD Ministry, sources said,
will propose that the institutes,
collectively, increase their stu-
dent strength to one lakh over
the next three years.

An IIT director familiar with
the proposal told The Indian
Express that the IITs will be expe-
cted to add close to 4,000 new
seats across all BTech program-
mes —from the current 10,560 to
close to 14,000 seats — by 2020,
The institutes will also have toin-
crease the number of seats in
MTech and PhD programmes to
achieve the strength of one lakh.

“To achieve this, the IITs will
have to waive off the condition
which makes students stay com-
pulsorily on campus. The insti-
tutes will depend on admitting
more non-resident students,” said
the director. Currently, all students
of IITs have to stay on campus.

If approved, this move will re-
sultinthe biggestincrease in seats
across IITs since the OBC quota
was implemented.

The Council will also consider
anew project titled ‘Vishwajeet'
which proposes to assist ITs, es-
pecially the top seven — Delhi,
Bombay, Kanpur, Kharagpur,
Madras, Roorkee and Guwahati
— to reach the top 100 in Global
University ranks by 2018 and top
50 by 2020. This project will pro-
vide these institutes additional
support and funds.
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Five 11Sc researchers get young scientist awards
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/karnataka/Five-lISc-researchers-get-young-scientist-
awards/2016/08/14/article3578581.ece

BENGALURU: Five scientists from the Indian Institute of Science (11Sc) have bagged the prestigious INSA Medal for Young
Scientists for this year. This makes IISc the only institution in the country with more INSA awardees than any other
institute.

The five awardees are Dr Prabeer Barpanda, Dr Sai Siva Gorthi, Dr Praveen Kumar, Dr Anshu Pandey and Dr Chandan Saha.

Commending their achievements, 1ISc Director Prof Anurag Kumar said, “It is a matter of great pride and satisfaction for
the Institute that for 2016, five of our young faculty members have been selected. These prestigious awards have
recognized work that cuts across the boundaries of basic research and applied research and their conferral on our faculty
is testament to the success of the rich and varied, interdisciplinary intellectual atmosphere of the institute.”

The Five Achievers

Dr Praveen Kumar, Assistant Professor at the Department of Materials Engineering, has been awarded for his discovery of
electric-field induced changes in the mechanical behaviour of Carbon Nanotube (CNT).

Dr Prabeer Barpanda, Assistant Professor at the Materials Research Centre, worked on the development of new classes
of Lithium and Sodium cathode materials for next-generation battery and storage application.

Dr Sai Siva Gorthi, Assistant Professor, Department of Instrumentation and Applied Physics, was honoured for his
contribution to the field of Innovative Opto-fluidic technologies. His recent work includes R&D of in-vitro diagnostic tools,
biomedical instrumentation and micro-fluidic nanotechnology.

Dr Chandan Saha, Assistant Professor, Department of Computer Science and Automation, worked on arithmetic circuit
lower bounds, polynomial identity testing and reconstruction of arithmetic circuits. Understanding computational
efficiency is a great challenge in theoretical computer science, said Dr Saha.

Dr Anshu Pandey, Assistant Professor, Solid State and Structural Chemistry Unit, also made it to the list with his
outstanding contribution in the area of low threshold quantum dot lasers.

The INSA award

The Indian National Science Academy (INSA) annually honours young scientists with the INSA Young Scientist Award to
distinguish young scientists of promise and creativity who have made notable research contributions in Science and
Technology. Started in 1974, this award is considered to be the highest recognition of promise, creativity and excellence
for a young scientist in India. Till date, 760 young scientists have been honoured with this award.
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II'Ts Ready No-Entry
Sign for 20 Startups

Likely to blacklist cos that reneged on placement offers

Prachi.Verma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Indian Institutes of
Technology (I1Ts) are likely to blacklist
about 20 startups and ecommerce com-
panies this placement season for having
reneged on offers made to graduating
students last yvear. Apart from this, a
warning will be issued to companies
that deferred joining dates, changed job
profiles or altered salaryterms.

Ecommerce company Flipkart will get
awarningletterfordeferringthedate of
joining foritsIIT hires last year.

“Flipkart does not figure in the list of
startupsthat would facea blanket ban as
it did not completely withdraw the of-
fers,” said All-IITPlacement Committee
(AIPC) convenor Kaustubha Mohanty,
who added that a ban on Zomato will re-
main in place forasecond year.

The companies couldn’t be reached for
comment on Sunday.

The IITs will draw up the list in about
two weeks, it was decided at the ATPC
meeting on Saturday. “We do not want
this to be repeated this yvear,” said a fa-
culty member.

Cos Divided into Three Groups »» 18

Tight Leash

Twelve IiTs were present at the
All-1ITs Placement Committee
meeting at lIT Kanpur to discuss
placements for 2017

The committee decided to
categorise the ecommerce
players & startups that flouted
placement rules in 3 categories

THE 3 GROUPS COMPANIES SUCH
are those that de- as Flipkart that
ferred placements, partially flouted
those that cut pay or | the placement
changed job profiles | rules will be issued
and those that awarning

withdrew offers —
— BAN ON Z0mato
THOSE COMPANIES | \,i|| continue this
that completely year too

withdrew their
offers last year
would be blacklisted
at all lITs

W

CosDividedinto Three Groups

»»FromPage1l

Mohanty declined to give details on the com-
panies likely to be on the blacklist. “IITs are
unanimous that this kind of behaviour will
not be tolerated,” he said. Twelve IITs were
presentat the ATPC meeting at IIT Kanpur to
discuss placements for 2017. Of the big ones,
IIT Bombay didn’t attend, Mohanty said.
The meeting decided that the startups wo-
uld be grouped into three — those that defer-
red placements, those that cut pay or chang-
ed job profiles and those that withdrew of-
fers. The warning letters will go to the com-
panies on the first two lists while those on

the third would be barred, Mohanty said.

Zomato had been banned last year after a
spat over placement slots. CEO Deepinder
Goyal then took to Twitter to express his vi-
ews on thematter.

Flipkart told campus recruits last year it
was deferring joining dates to December
fromJuneduetoarestructuringexercise.

“The decision to defer joining for six months
has been taken after due evaluation of all pos-
sibilities and keeping in mind timelines to
completeorganisational restructuring at Flip-
kart,” the company said at the time. “We are
committed and absolutely confident of having
all our trainees on board in December 2016.”
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2,515 1IT-B students receive
degrees; PhDs at record high

Press TRUST OF INDIA
Mumbai

ATOTAL of 2,515 students,
including 325 doctoral can-
didates, received their de-
grees at 1I'T-Bombay's 54th
convocation day here.

The institute also accord-
ed the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award for 2015-16 on
RK Malik from the depart-
ment of chemical engineer-
ing in recognition of his con-
tributions to the institute,
the Indian Institute of Tech-
nology -~ Bombay (IIT-B)
said in a statement.

The 54th convocation day
held on Saturday saw 2,515
students being awarded de-
grees on completion of their

academic programmes, the
premier institute said.

The graduating students
this vear include 208 PhDs,
nine dual degree (MTechs
and PhDs) students and
seven dual degree (MSc
and PhD) candidates.

A total of 101 PhDs were
awarded during the interim
convocation held in March,
making it the highest num-
ber of PhDs being awarded
at convocation in the history
of 1IT-B, it said. Out of
these, 29 research scholars
were selected for the ‘award
of excellence in PhD thesis'.

A total of 16 joint PhDs in
association  with  the
Monash University, were
also  conferred. Besides

these, 6 MSc (by research),
14 dual degrees (MSc and
MTech), 6 dual degrees
(MSc and MPhils), 626
MTech, 56 MDes, 14
MPhils, 115 MMgt, 201 two-
vear MSc, 22 five-year inte-
grated MSc, 508 dual de-
grees (BTech and MTech),
586 BTech degrees and 14
PGDIIT  degrees were

awarded at the convocation.

[IT-Bombavy is one of the
top engineering schools in
the country.

A total of 49 out of top 50
rankers and 67 of the top
100 rankers in JEE 2016
chose 1IT-Bombay among
22 II'Ts. All the top 10 all-
India JEE 2016 rank hold-
ers joined this institute.
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AIGHAYA KUMAR
BHUB\ANESWJ\R. AUG. 12

With the aggressive beach
erosion near Puri playing
havoc among locals,
Orissa water resource sec-
retary Pradeep Kumar
Jena on Friday informed
that a team of experts
from IIT-Madras would
carry out a tide-impact
study in the coastal town
in order to find a long-
term solution to the issue.

“A master plan is being
prepared to contain the
erosion there. A team of
experts from II'T-Madras
will reach Puri in the next
two days to find a perma-

August 13
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IIT-Madras to study erosion at Puri beach

nent solution,” Mr Jena
told reporters here.

Even though the admin-
istration has already start-
ed work on creating a bar-
rier to avoid further ero-
sion, the high tide is mak-
ing the task difficult.

“We are trying to erect a
wooden barricade with
the help of piling, but the
high tide is making the
task difficult. We are
unable to run the piling
instrument,” said Public
Works Department assis-
tant engineer Purna
Chandra Beuria.

High tides have already
eaten up 100 metres of the
beach. The very existence
of seaside hotels and other

business establishments is
already at stake,

Over 100 shops operating
on the beach have been
shifted to other places and
tourists have been barred
to enter the area. The
administration has hoist-
ed a red flag in the area
and life guards have been
deployed to avoid any
untoward incident.

Meanwhile, Wildlife
Society of Orissa (WS0), a

P-05

non-governmental envi-
ronmental watchdog, on
Friday wrote letters to
chief minister Naveen
Patnaik and water
resources secretary
lamenting the lack of any
action that has lead to a
crisis situation at Puri in
the last few days.

Erosion noticed along
the Orissa coastline is sea-
sonal and most of the
beaches manage to regain
their original shapes over
an annual cycle by March/
April. However, some
beaches undergo net ero-
sion and at least 50 per
cent of the beaches do not
regain their original pro-
file. Orissa has a total
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coastline of 476 km out of
which sandy beaches
account for 57 per cent of
the coastline.

“Puri beach has never
faced this kind of erosion,
not even two decades
before, This is surprising
since the beach profile has
been quite stable over the
last 100-200 years. We feel
that the unprecedented
erosion at Puri could be
correlated prima facie
with the opening of a new
mouth at Chilika Lake
done on September 23,
2000, Coincidentally, beach
erosion at Puri was
noticed soon after from
2001, WSO secretary
Biswajit Mohanty said.

Page 8 of 12




Asian Age ND 13.08.2016  P-04

HRD likely to

grant more
autonomy

to all ITMs

New Delhi, Aug. 12: The
Union HRD ministry is
likely to grant more auton-
omy to Indian Institutes of
Management (IIMs) in
choosing the chairmen of
their governing boards.

According to officials,
while the ministry had pre-
viously favoured a greater
say for the government in
this matter, it was now toe-
ing a line reportedly
favoured by the Prime
Minister's Office for grant-
ing more autonomy.

It is learnt that in the pro-
posed bill, which the HRD
ministry has recently cir-
culated, it has suggested
that the IIM Board be
allowed to choose their
own representatives.
Presently they need the
ministry’s approval in this
regard."However it does
not mean that the ministry
has relinquished all say as
one its representative will
also be there on the
Board,” a source said.

There have been contro-
versies over the appoint-
ment of heads of these
prestigious schools. The
HRD ministry under Ms
Smriti Irani had rejected
the three names selected by
the IIM Ahmedabad board
to be its chairman.

The proposed IIM bill,
which has seen much
wrangling between the
HRD ministry and the
PMO, will soon be put
before the Cabinet. — PTT
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All at fault, says II'T report on flyover

Sreciar CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: Multiple reasons —
faulty design, poor quality of
raw material and lack of su-
pervision — led to the col-
lapse of the under-construc-
tion flyover in central
Kolkata on March 31 this
year, said the report of an ex-
pert committee comprising
former faculty members of
Indian Institute of Technolo-
gy, Kharagpur ( IIT-KGP).

The committee was set up
by West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee to
probe the collapse that led to
the death of 27 persons.

“We have found defects in
multiple aspects of the flyov-
er construction. Be it the de-
sign, the construction, the
raw material and the super-
vision, all were at fault”
Anandapran Gupta, former
head of the department of

MULTIPLE DEFECTS: Experts say faulty design, poor quality
material and lack of supervision led to the collapse of the
under-construction flyover in Kolkata in March.— pHoTo: PTi

civil engineering at II'T-KGP,
told The Hindu on Thursday.

Along with Professor Gup-
ta, another retired professor,
Swapan Majumdar, from the
structural engineering de-
partment of the II'T-KGP, was

also probing the collapse,
one of the worst civic disas-
ters in the city. On August 10,
the committee had submit-
tedits report to the State gov-
ernment. The government
had asked the panel of ex-

Veer Arjun ND 12.08.2016 P-07

perts to decide on the future
of the flyover — whether the
State government should
complete the work or dis-
mantle the structure.

Ten officials in jail

Though Kolkata Metro-
politan Development Agen-
¢y (KMDA) had commis-
sioned the work, the
Hyderabad-based infrastruc-
ture company IVRCL was
constructing the flyover. Ten
officials, including directors
of the firm, were arrested
and are still behind bars.

While the police had earli-
er brought murder charges
in the case, the charge was
later dropped. Instead,
charges under Section 304 of
the IPC (punishment for cul-
pable homicide not amount-
ing to murder) were brought
in the charge sheet submit-
ted in June.
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